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Your guide to finding the area of Henderson County, NC

that you will love to call home!
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"Our goal is to make home ownership easy from beginning to
end by finding you the right home, within your timeframe, and
at the best price possible!

We walk, every step of the path.. with you."

Ryan & Suzanne McAbee, Owners and Realtor®
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Suzanne is licensed in NC (#312525).
Ryan is licensed in NC (#312524) and SC (#125978).

e (828) 222-5034 9 info@liveplaywnc.com

www.LivePlayWNC.com a youtube.com/@liveplaywnc
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Information is for educational purposes and is not a substitute for professional or legal advice.



Welcome to Henderson County: Where
Mountain Living Meets Modern
Convenience

Nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, Henderson County, North Carolina, offers an
exceptional quality of life that draws homebuyers from across the nation. Known as the "City of Four
Seasons" and celebrated as North Carolina's Apple Country, this picturesque region provides the perfect

balance of natural beauty, cultural richness, and modern amenities.

Located just 25 miles south of Asheville and 38 miles north of Greenville, South Carolina, Henderson
County sits at the crossroads of opportunity and tranquility. The county's strategic location along
Interstate 26 provides easy access to major metropolitan areas while maintaining its distinctive mountain
character. Whether you're seeking a vibrant downtown lifestyle, peaceful rural retreat, or something in

between, Henderson County's diverse communities offer options for every preference and life stage.

The county's appeal extends far beyond its stunning scenery. With a mild four-season climate, excellent
healthcare facilities, strong educational systems, and a growing economy that embraces both tradition
and innovation, Henderson County has become a premier destination for retirees, young families, and

remote professionals alike.

Natural Beauty Strategic Location Quality of Life

Blue Ridge Mountains, four- 25 miles from Asheville, easy Excellent healthcare,
season climate, and pristine Interstate 26 access to major education, and growing
outdoor recreation metropolitan areas economy with mountain

opportunities character



Hendersonville: The
Heart of Henderson
County

As the county seat and largest city, Hendersonville serves
as the cultural and commercial hub of the region. With
approximately 14,200 residents, this charming small city
perfectly embodies the balance between urban amenities

and small-town charm that defines the area.

The Downtown
Experience

Hendersonville's historic Main Street stands as one of North
Carolina's most celebrated downtowns. The curved, tree-
lined ’rhoroughfqre features wide sidewalks, flower p|cmfers,
and public art installations, including the famous painted
bear sculptures that appear each summer. This walkable
district hosts an impressive array of independently owned
shops, galleries, restaurants, and cafes, creating a genuine

community gathering place.

The city's event calendar reflects its vibrant community
spirit. The annual NC Apple Festival on Labor Day weekend
draws tens of thousands of visitors, while the summer Music
on Main concert series and regular street festivals keep the
downtown lively year-round. For families, the downtown area
offers everything from ice cream parlors to toy shops, while

couples can enjoy farm-to-table dining and local wine bars.



Comprehensive Amenities and Services

Hendersonville excels in providing comprehensive services that make daily life convenient. The city hosts
two full-service hospitals—Pardee UNC Health Care Hospital and AdventHealth Hendersonville—along
with numerous specialty clinics and medical offices. This healthcare infrastructure makes Hendersonville

particularly attractive to retirees and families with ongoing medical needs.

Healthcare -Q Shopping Variet 2091 Education
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Excellence Big-box retailers, major Highly-rated public
Two full-service grocery chains, unique schools, new

hospitals, specialty boutiques, and antique Hendersonville High
clinics, and stores School, and Blue Ridge
comprehensive medical Community College

services for all ages

Shopping options range from big-box retailers and major grocery chains to unique boutiques and
antique stores. The city's growing foodie scene includes international cuisines alongside traditional
mountain fare, with several breweries, cideries, and wineries adding to the culinary landscape.
Educational opportunities abound with highly-rated public schools, including the recently built
Hendersonville High School campus, and Blue Ridge Community College just outside city limits.



Recreation and
Cultural Life

Hendersonville's recreation offerings are exceptional for a
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city of its size. The extensive parks system includes Jackson
Park with its trails, disc golf, and sports fields, and the
popular Oklawaha Greenway, a paved multi-mile trail
connecting many city parks. Patton Park features pools, a

skate pclrk, and athletic facilities.

Cultural amenities include the Hendersonville Symphony,
multiple galleries, and regular art walks. The city's proximity
to outdoor attractions like DuPont State Recreational Forest
and Pisgah National Forest means world-class hiking and

natural areas are just 20-30 minutes away.




Housing and Neighborhoods

Hendersonville offers the county's most diverse housing options. Historic neighborhoods near downtown
feature charming craftsman and Victorian homes with sidewalks and mature trees. The Druid Hills and

5th Avenue areas exemplify this walkable, community-oriented living.

Modern suburban subdivisions provide single-family homes with yards, while downtown infill projects offer
townhomes and condos for those seeking low-maintenance living near restaurants and shops. The

emerging Historic 7th Avenue District adds trendy loft options with new breweries and eateries.

Historic Downtown Suburban Living Urban Infill

Craftsman and Victorian Single-family homes with Townhomes, condos, and loft
homes with sidewalks, yards in established options near downtown
mature trees, and walkable subdivisions throughout the amenities and
neighborhoods city entertainment

As the county's economic center, Hendersonville provides diverse employment opportunities in healthcare,
government, education, retail, and professional services. The city has cultivated an entrepreneurial spirit
with business incubators and a supportive environment for startups, particularly in craft beverage

production and outdoor recreation industries.
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Laurel Park: Elevated Living with
Panoramic Views

Perched on the western slope overlooking Hendersonville, Laurel Park represents one of Henderson
County's most distinctive residential communities. This peaceful town of approximately 2,300 residents

offers an upscale, park-like atmosphere that perfectly captures the essence of mountain living.

Laurel Park's history as an early 1900s summer resort community still influences its character today.
Originally accessible by trolley from Hendersonville, the town attracted visitors seeking cool mountain air
and scenic beauty. This heritage created a community designed around leisure and natural appreciation,

values that continue to shape Laurel Park today.

The town maintains its "park-like" atmosphere through careful zoning, tree protection ordinances, and
view shed protections. Winding hillside roads connect well-maintained homes with mature landscaping,

creating an environment that feels more like a mountain retreat than a typical residential area.

The Crown Jewel:
Jump Off Rock

Laurel Park's most famous feature is Jump Off
Rock, a scenic overlook at approximately 3,100
feet elevation that provides breathtaking
panoramic views of the Blue Ridge and Smoky
Mountains. This free, yeqr-round attraction serves
as both a tourist destination and beloved local
gathering spot for watching sunsets and special

occasions.

The legendary overlook comes with mountain

folklore about a heartbroken Cherokee maiden,
adding mystique to its natural beauty.
Surrounding Jump Off Rock are gentle hiking
trails that residents use for daily walks and
exercise, making outdoor recreation literally steps

from home.



Laurel Park: Residential Excellence

Housing in Laurel Park emphasizes low-density, spacious properties that capitalize on the area's natural
beauty. Many homes feature wooded lots with mountain or valley views, often complemented by decks
and large windows to showcase the scenery. The architectural mix includes mid-century ranches, upscale

modern builds, and elegant developments like Somerset and Wildwood Heights.

For those seeking lower maintenance options, several condominium complexes and townhome
communities cater to active adults and retirees, often positioned at scenic points with views or near

recreational amenities.

Despite its peaceful, residential nature, Laurel Park offers surprising convenience. The Laurel Park
Shopping Center provides an Ingles grocery store, pharmacy, coffee shop, and dining options. A growing
number of local restaurants and cafes serve the community's daily needs. Most importantly, Laurel Park
sits just 2 miles from downtown Hendersonville, allowing residents to enjoy quiet, forested living while

remaining within a five-minute drive of comprehensive shopping, healthcare, and cultural amenities.

Recreation and Community Life

Beyond Jump Off Rock, Laurel Park offers Rhododendron Lake Nature Park for peaceful walks and
birdwatching, plus Laurel Green Park with its flat walking trail and playground. The community organizes

regular events like the annual Laurel Park Civic Association picnic and holiday celebrations.

The upcoming Ecusta Trail, a planned rail-trail connecting Hendersonville to Brevard, will run through
Laurel Park along the old railway line. This multi-use greenway will provide residents with a scenic route

for cycling and walking, essentially creating Laurel Park's own slice of the popular "rails-to-trails"

movement.
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Nature Parks Community Events Future Trail Access
Rhododendron Lake for Annual civic association picnic Ecusta Trail will provide scenic
birdwatching and Laurel Green and regular holiday celebrations  cycling and walking route
Park with walking trails through the community

Laurel Park's combination of scenic tranquility and proximity to Hendersonville makes it exceptional for
remote workers. Most areas have solid internet connectivity, and the peacefu|, low-traffic environment
provides ideal conditions for home offices. Many homes offer enough space for dedicated office areas,

often with inspiring views of woods or mountains.



Flat Rock: The Little Charleston of the
Mountains

The Village of Flat Rock stands as one of Henderson County's most historically significant and culturally
rich communities. This charming village of approximately 3,300 residents maintains an upscale yet

relaxed atmosphere that has attracted visitors and residents for over two centuries.

Flat Rock earned its nickname "The Little Charleston of the Mountains" in the 19th century when wealthy
Charleston families built elegant summer estates here to escape the coastal heat. This legacy of
refinement continues today, with the entire village district listed on the National Register of Historic

Places.

The community takes pride in preserving its historic character, evidenced in the painted pastel buildings
along Little River Road and Greenville Highway that echo Charleston's famous Rainbow Row

architecture. Grand old homes and tranquil, wooded settings create an atmosphere of understated

elegance.




Flat Rock: World-Class Cultural Attractions

Despite its small size, Flat Rock punches well above its weight in cultural offerings. The Flat Rock
Playhouse, officially designated as the State Theatre of North Carolina, presents professional live theater

productions year-round, drawing audiences from across the region.
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Flat Rock Playhouse Carl Sandburg Home St. John in the
State Theatre of North National Historic Site with Wilderness
Carolina with professional tours, trails, and descendant Historic 1833 church hosting
productions year-round goats from prize-winning concerts and special
herd community events

The Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site preserves the farm and residence of the famous poet
and author. Visitors and locals enjoy touring the house and hiking gentle trails on the property, complete
with goats descended from Mrs. Sandburg's prize-winning herd. This unique attraction provides both

historical education and peaceful recreation.

The Park at Flat Rock serves as the community's recreational centerpiece, featuring walking trails,
playgrounds, a lake, and areas for picnics and community events. The park regularly hosts farmers
markets and evening concerts during summer months, creating a gathering place that strengthens

community bonds.

Sophisticated Small-Town Living

Flat Rock's residential areas feature low-density, spacious properties along quiet, tree-lined lanes. Housing
options range from historic estate homes dating to the 1800s to tasteful newer constructions that adhere
to the village's strict design standards. Many properties offer large lots with privacy and mature

landscaping.

The Village Center and nearby commercial areas provide convenient services including grocery shopping,
dining, and specialty shops, all within the charming village setting. A few gourmet establishments,

including a beloved bakery and wood-fired pizzeria, serve both residents and visitors.

Flat Rock's position just 3 miles south of downtown Hendersonville provides the perfect balance of village
tranquility and urban convenience. Residents can enjoy their peaceful, historic setting while accessing

comprehensive healthcare, shopping, and cultural amenities within minutes.



Fletcher: Gateway Between Mountains
and City

Fletcher represents Henderson County's most suburban community, strategically positioned halfway
between Hendersonville and Asheville. This incorporated town of approximately 8,300 residents offers
modern amenities and family-friendly living while maintaining easy access to both mountain recreation

and urban opportunities.

Fletcher's incorporation in 1989 reflected residents' desire to create a community that balanced growth

with quality of life. The result is a town that particularly appeals to young families and professionals who
value safety, good schools, and recreational opportunities. The community maintains low crime rates and
well-maintained infrastructure. Neighborhood associations and the active parks & recreation department

create numerous opportunities for residents to connect and engage in community life.
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Family Focus Strategic Location Recreation Excellence
Low crime rates, good schools, Halfway between Bill Moore Community Park
and active community Hendersonville and Asheville with 60 acres of trails, sports,
engagement with airport access and events

Bill Moore Community Park serves as Fletcher's recreational crown jewel. This 60-acre facility includes
walking trails, sports fields, playgrounds, a dog park, and a disc golf course. The park hosts community
events year-round, from soccer leagues to the annual Fletcher Parks Fair and summer concerts. Fletcher's
unique cultural attraction is Fletcher's Feed & Seed, a historic feed store converted into a community
music venue. Weekend bluegrass jams and dances provide authentic mountain music experiences in a

setting that honors local heritage.



Etowah and Horse Shoe: River Valley
Community

In western Henderson County, the communities of Etowah and Horse Shoe offer a unique blend of
suburban convenience and rural charm centered around the French Broad River valley. This area of
approximately 7,800 residents provides golf course living, river recreation, and small-town community

spirit.

Etowah maintains what many describe as a "Mayberry" quality—friendly, unpretentious, and neighborly.
The community centers around a main commercial strip along US-64 that includes an Ingles grocery
store, hardware store, pharmacies, and local restaurants ranging from diners to Mexican cuisine. The
Etowah Valley Golf Club & Resort serves as a community focal point, offering not just 27 holes of golf
but also dining and social opportunities. Even non-golfers often gather at the clubhouse for meals and

events with mountain views.

River Recreation and Natural Beauty

The French Broad River flows through Horse Shoe and along parts of Etowah, creating opportunities for
fishing, tubing, and kayaking. Horse Shoe Bend Park and other river access points provide launching

areas for paddlers and scenic spots for picnics and relaxation.

The area's location provides exceptional access to outdoor recreation. DuPont State Forest with its
famous waterfalls lies just minutes away, while Pisgah National Forest trails are equally accessible. This

positioning makes Etowah ideal for outdoor enthusiasts who want recreation literally at their doorstep.



River Activities Winter Recreation

French Broad River fishing, tubing, kayaking, Moonshine Mountain Snow Tubing Park for
and scenic picnic areas family winter entertainment
1 2 3
Forest Access

DuPont State Forest waterfalls and Pisgah

National Forest trails nearby

Etowah maintains strong community traditions through organizations like the Lions Club, which hosts
weekly farmers markets and special events like country breakfasts. The planned Ecusta Trail will run
through both Etowah and Horse Shoe, potentially spurring new businesses and providing safe cycling and
walking routes. Housing in Etowah ranges from established golf course neighborhoods with brick ranch

homes to rural properties with larger lots along the river. Horse Shoe offers more rural options, often with

river frontage or pastoral views.
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Mills River and Northwestern
Communities

Mills River represents Henderson County's fastest-growing community, balancing agricultural heritage
with modern development. This area also provides access to Pisgah National Forest and includes

communities near the forest boundary.

Incorporated in 2003 to manage development while preserving character, Mills River spans rolling
farmland, suburban neighborhoods, and forested hills. The community of approximately 7,500 residents
attracts young families and professionals, particularly those working in nearby Asheville or at the
regional airport. The town has attracted significant business development, most notably Sierra Nevada
Brewing Company's East Coast facility. This impressive brewery complex includes a restaurant,
ampbhitheater for concerts, gardens, and tours, making it a major tourist attraction and community

gathering place.

Mills River's position provides exceptional convenience to Interstate 26, Asheville Regional Airport, and
Pisgah National Forest. The town sits in what locals call the region's "fertile crescent," supporting
continued agricultural operations alongside new development. A major advantage for remote workers is
the Connect Mills River project, a partnership to build fiber-optic infrastructure throughout the town by

2026, providing gigabit-speed internet service to areas previously limited to DSL or satellite connection:s.

The communities near Pisgah National Forest boundary offer the ultimate in nature-immersed living.
Residents here have immediate access to hundreds of miles of hiking and mountain biking trails, famous
waterfalls like Looking Glass Falls, and attractions like the Cradle of Forestry historic site. Housing

consists primarily of cabins, chalets, and custom homes on wooded lots, often with acreage.




Eastern Communities: Edneyville, Bat
Cave, and Gerton

The eastern portion of Henderson County encompasses several small communities that epitomize rural
mountain living. Edneyville serves as the heart of North Carolina's Apple Country, while Bat Cave and

Gerton offer dramatic gorge scenery and outdoor recreation opportunities.

Edneyville represents the agricultural soul of Henderson County. This community of several thousand
residents lives surrounded by the apple orchards that make Henderson County North Carolina's leading
apple-producing region. Life here follows seasonal rhythms, with spring blossoms, summer growing
seasons, and fall harvests defining the community calendar. The area offers numerous U-pick orchards,
farm stands, and seasonal attractions like corn mazes and hayrides. The famous "Apple Alley" along US

Highway 64 provides scenic drives through working orchards with mountain backdrops.

Bat Cave and Gerton: Gorge Country

These smaller communities in the Hickory Nut
Gorge area offer dramatic scenery and outdoor
recreation. Bat Cave takes its name from the
world's largest known granite fissure cave,
protected by The Nature Conservancy. While the
cave itself is closed to protect its bat population,

the preserve offers rugged hiking opportunities.

Gerton, positioned high on the Eastern
Continental Divide at about 2,700 feet elevation,
provides access to challenging hikes like
Bearwallow Mountain, which offers 360-degree

views and friendly cows at the summit.

These eastern communities require self-reliance and planning. Basic services exist in small community
hubs, but major shopping, healthcare, and services require 15-30 minute drives to Hendersonville or other
towns. The trade-offs include exceptional privacy, low crime rates, spectacular scenery, and tight-knit

communities where neighbors look out for each other.



Rural Henderson
County: Apple Country
and Mountain
Heritage

Beyond the incorporated towns, Henderson County's
unincorporated areas offer rural lifestyles that showcase the
region's agricultural heritage and natural beauty. These
communities provide space, privacy, and deep connections
to the land while remaining within reasonable distance of

urban amenities.




Comparing Henderson County

Communities

Community

Hendersonville

Laurel Park

Flat Rock

Fletcher

Mills River

Etowah/Horse
Shoe

Rural East

Pisgah Forest

Area

Pop.

~14,200

~2,300

~3,300

~8,300

~7,500

~7,800

~3,000+

~6,800

Lifestyle

Small city, walkable

downtown

Upscale residential,

scenic

Historic village,

cultural

Suburban, family-

oriented

Semi-rural, growing

Small-town, golf

community

Agricultural, mountain

gorge

Wilderness access

Key Attractions

Historic Main Street,
Apple Festival, full

services

Jump Off Rock,
Rhododendron Lake

Carl Sandburg Home,

Flat Rock Playhouse

Bill Moore Park,

airport proximity

Sierra Nevada

Brewery, Pisgah access

Etowah Valley Golf

Club, river access

Apple orchards,
Hickory Nut Gorge
hiking

Pisgah National

Forest, waterfalls

Best For

All ages,
comprehensive

amenities

Retirees, remote
workers, scenic

living

Arts lovers,
history buffs,

retirees

Young families,
commuters,
frequent

travelers

Outdoor
enthusiasts,
families, beer

IOVGI"S

Retirees,
golfers, river

recreation

Apple farmers,
extreme rural

living

Serious outdoor

enthusiasts



Remote Work and Internet
Infrastructure

Henderson County has made significant investments in broadband infrastructure, recognizing the

importance of connectivity for attracting remote workers and supporting local businesses.

5 2026 1007%

Gbps Fiber Mills River Fiber Coverage Goal
Available in Fletcher through Connect Mills River project State broadband initiatives
AT&T fiber networks completion date expanding rural access

Current Connectivity Status

« Hendersonville: Excellent connectivity with
cable, fiber, and DSL options throughout the
city

o Fletcher: Strong cable coverage with AT&T
fiber in many neighborhoods up to 5 Gbps

o Laurel Park: Generally reliable cable and

DSL service with expanding fiber access

Henderson County |
% — Real Estate j
S 00
to Hendersonville infrastructure & »ﬁ?

« Mills River: Major upgrade underway with

o Flat Rock: Good connectivity due to proximity

Connect Mills River fiber project completion
by 2026

« Rural Areas: Improving through state
broadband initiatives, with satellite options

like Starlink available

Most Henderson County communities offer excellent environments for remote work, combining reliable
connectivity with peaceful settings, spacious homes for office space, and outdoor recreation for work-life
balance. The region has attracted numerous remote professionals, creating informal networks and

potential collaboration opportunities.



Climate and Seasonal Living

Henderson County's four-season climate provides year-round outdoor recreation opportunities without

extreme temperatures. Spring brings apple blossoms and wildflowers, summer offers comfortable

temperatures for hiking and festivals, fall delivers spectacular foliage and apple harvest season, and

winter provides occasional snow for scenic beauty without harsh conditions.

90

60

30+

1 1
Spring Summer

1 1
Fall Winter

[ Average High (°F) [} Average Low (°F)

Average temperatures range from highs in the low 80s during summer to lows in the upper 20s during

winter, with moderate humidity and regular rainfall supporting the region's lush vegetation.

Healthcare Excellence

Henderson County provides healthcare options
that rival much larger metropolitan areas.
Pardee UNC Health Care Hospital and
AdventHealth Hendersonville offer
comprehensive medical services, while numerous
specialty clinics and physician practices serve

the community's diverse needs.

Educational Opportunities

The Henderson County Public Schools system
maintains strong academic performance and
community support. Blue Ridge Community
College provides continuing education,
workforce development, and transfer programs,
while several private schools offer alternative

educational approaches.



Making Your Decision: Considerations

?
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Urban Amenities with Small-Town Charm

Choose Hendersonville for walkable downtown |iving, comprehensive services, and cultural

activities.

Scenic, Upscale Residential Living

Laurel Park provides elevated living with panoramic views and easy access to amenities.

Historic Character and Cultural Richness

Flat Rock offers village charm, theater, and historic preservation in a sophisticated setting.

Family-Friendly Suburban Living

Fletcher provides modern amenities, excellent recreation, and convenient access to both mountains

and Asheville.

Rural Living with Agricultural Heritage

Eastern communities like Edneyville offer authentic rural experiences with apple farming and

mountain scenery.

River Recreation and Golf

Etowah and Horse Shoe combine small-town living with recreational amenities and natural beauty.

Growth and Outdoor Access

Mills River balances development with nature access, featuring craft brewing and expanding

infrastructure.

Wilderness Immersion

Pisgah Forest area communities provide direct access to national forest recreation and pristine

natural settings.
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Each office is independently owned and operated.



